
 
 

Dear Friend: 

 

It has been a memorable year at the Interfaith Center of New York. May 25th in particular held  

significance for us. The calendar had been cleared and baby-sitting arranged. I (Chloe) arrived at a 

Manhattan Community Board 1 meeting downtown, ready to deliver my two-minute statement of 

support for   the proposed Islamic Community Center and mosque two blocks north of Ground Zero. 

However, I was completely unprepared for the ensuing three- hour shouting match and its national 

reverberations.  

 

Hecklers booed testimonies of local religious leaders, 9/11 survivors, and even a fifth-grade Muslim 

student speaking on behalf of Imam Feisal’s 26-year neighborhood presence and decades of interfaith 

work.   While the hatred, fear, and rancor on display that night and in the months that followed was  

covered in the media, what received little publicity was the reasoned and thoughtful discussion that 

followed among the 30-appointed members of Community Board 1 present after the TV cameras 

stopped rolling. 

 

“It sounded like if you were for this mosque you were a religious fundamentalist and if you were 

against it you were a bigot. I refuse to let the debate be defined that way,” said one 

representative.  

 

“My father moved here from Europe and he remembers what was said about Jews.  I refuse to 

let a small brown-shirt movement develop in our community”, responded another.  

 

“Why are we even considering a resolution that supports a faith-based institution? Isn’t that 

against the Constitution?” asked a third community board member. 

 

Both the civil discourse of elected representatives and the vote affirming religious freedom–29 to 1 in 

favor of the Cordoba House—represented an alternative response to the fear and hatred that are often 

evoked in response to disasters such as 9/11. Democratic habits are hard-won in wartime—among 

religious communities as well as secular groups.  

 

The Interfaith Center of New York’s work to build bridges among faith leaders and civic officials to 

overcome practical social problems is more vital now than it has ever been. By connecting leaders with 

each other, we promote interfaith cooperation and demonstrate that and mutual understanding 

strengthens our diverse city and society. 

 



In the past year, ICNY launched a new partnership between Catholic Charities and Muslim social service 

providers to do joint service work in the Bronx, Manhattan and Staten Island with the support of the 

GHR Foundation. Muslim and Catholic food program volunteers conducted a joint census outreach, 

actively addressing historic undercounts in the neighborhood and its negative impact on food assistance. 

ICNY is continuing to work in partnership with the New York Unified Court System, launching a pilot 

program to allow congregations—instead of police precincts or McDonalds—to host supervised 

exchanges of children between parents in families with a history of substance abuse or violence. We 

have commenced a partnership with the New York Public Library’s Three Faith’s exhibit, hosting “The 

411 on Faith” programs at branch libraries. Finally, we continue to face down the epidemic of domestic 

violence that knows no religious boundaries by educating and enlisting religious leaders from different 

communities to confront this issue with financial backing from our friends at Social Vision, M.L. 

Resources, LLC. 

 

The effectiveness of our work is due, with much gratitude, to our donors. Your generous contributions 

help us provide flexible and imaginative programs that meet the needs of New York City’s diverse 

religious communities and dedicated public servants. We ask that you continue your support so that 

we can invest in our religious leaders allowing them to be the change agents so desperately needed in 

under resourced and immigrant communities. 

We hope that when you read the attached 2010 annual report you take ownership and are full of pride 

in making it possible for ICNY to cultivate these meaningful and resourceful programs.  

 For your convenience, we have enclosed a return envelope for your annual donation.  You may also 

make a payment on-line through Network for Good (www.networkforgood.org) using a credit card. For 

those donors who wish to gift shares of stocks, bonds or other financial instruments, kindly contact Ellen 

Greeley, Development Director, at 212.870.3511 or Ellen@interfaithcenter.org to make appropriate 

arrangements. 

With Warmest Wishes for the Holidays, 

The Very Rev. James Parks Morton   Rev. Chloe Breyer 

Founder and Chair Emeritus    Executive Director 
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